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The Summer of 1787 takes us into the sweltering room in which the founding fathers struggled for

four months to produce the Constitution: the flawed but enduring document that would define the

nationâ€”then and now.George Washington presided, James Madison kept the notes, Benjamin

Franklin offered wisdom and humor at crucial times. The Summer of 1787 traces the struggles

within the Philadelphia Convention as the delegates hammered out the charter for the worldâ€™s

first constitutional democracy. Relying on the words of the delegates themselves to explore the

Conventionâ€™s sharp conflicts and hard bargaining, David O. Stewart lays out the passions and

contradictions of the, often, painful process of writing the Constitution. It was a desperate balancing

act. Revolutionary principles required that the people have power, but could the people be trusted?

Would a stronger central government leave room for the states? Would the small states accept a

Congress in which seats were allotted according to population rather than to each sovereign state?

And what of slavery? The supercharged debates over Americaâ€™s original sin led to the most

creative and most disappointing political deals of the Convention. The room was crowded with

colorful and passionate characters, some knownâ€”Alexander Hamilton, Gouverneur Morris,

Edmund Randolphâ€”and others largely forgotten. At different points during that sultry summer,

more than half of the delegates threatened to walk out, and some actually did, but Washingtonâ€™s

quiet leadership and the delegatesâ€™ inspired compromises held the Convention together. In a

country continually arguing over the documentâ€™s original intent, it is fascinating to watch these

powerful characters struggle toward consensusâ€”often reluctantlyâ€”to write a flawed but living and

breathing document that could evolve with the nation.
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The author Philip Roth once said: "History is where everything unexpected in its own time is

chronicled on the page as inevitable." There is a tendency among many Americans to approach the

founding of the United States with this attitude. If Washington had not led the Continental Army to

victory, then someone else could just as easily have done it. And if James Madison and his

colleagues had not provided the impetus for the Constitutional Convention, we somehow would

have still ended up with the government we have today. Those who read Mr. Stewart's fine

recounting of the events of 1787 will quickly become disabused of that notion. There was nothing

inevitable about the creation of our central government.Mr. Stewart tells a great story and he relates

it succinctly and eloquently. Though his is certainly not the first telling of these events, he does a

remarkable job of explaining the sectional differences among the delegates. Perhaps most

illuminating are his descriptions of the personality quirks, prejudices and idiosyncrasies of the

participants, all of which profoundly influenced the end product: our Constitution. And even though

you know the outcome of the story, Mr. Stewart creates considerable suspense. More than once,

you will remark to yourself: "How on earth did they ever agree on ANYTHING let alone a document

that has served as the foundation for the greatest democratic experiment in history"?Highly

recommended.

Often the "epic" moments of history that earn the attention of our best writers are battles, wars, or

disasters. Luckily for us, David Stewart turned his remarkably gifted writing talents to a turning point

in history where the fight was over ideas and the weapons of choice were words.The book is

spell-binding. One cannot read "The Summer of 1787" without feeling as if one were present at one

of those very rare moments in history where all the forces converge to make something better of us.

Anyone who reads this book will never be able to say again that history is boring. When in the

hands of an author like Stewart, history reads like the best novel of today.But more important than

the fact the book is well written is that "The Summer of 1787" goes a long way to humanizing the

Constitutional Convention. Sadly most Americans, because of the way our history is taught, regard

the Convention as almost a religious moment when a group--appropriately nicknamed "Founding

Fathers"--delivers to the public a document almost in the manner by which Moses brought the



Commandments down from the mountain. Instead, Stewart shows how the final document was the

result of politics and compromise. In other words, it was the product of mortals.This is important

because as long as we regard these men as God like we will continue to raise up generations of

young people who feel that such accomplishments are beyond their power. Instead, we should be

leading them to believe we expect greater and better things from them.Do us all a favor and buy this

book for a young person today.

In a world where the talking heads are forever making pronouncements on the sacred status of

what the founding fathers intended when they wrote the Constitution, this work will come as a

refreshing revelation: our founding fathers had high ideals indeed, but they could also be horse

traders and scheming politicos when they had to be, which was usually. Stewart has written a

riveting tale of the colorful, larger than life characters, bizarre incidents and unintended

consequences that created the world's greatest document, the Constitution. And best of all, it reads

better than a novel.

This book was an exciting telling of the events of that wonderful summer. However, I would have

prefered more analyse of the events rather than straight story telling. Also for a book subtitled "The

Men Who Invented the Constitution" it gives only basic biographical information of the men. The

author also did not use footnotes which made it difficult to track down further information. An

example of this would be the author citing another persons work, "A scholar once said..." and it

wouldnt be given a reference number to the idex, so this basicly made it impossible to match up

citations. Another downside is this book does not mention the judiciary. I know there was minimal

debate over the judiciary at the convention, but it still deserves at least a few pages worth of ink. To

conclude, those who are looking to read the basic story of how the United States constitution was

made this book is for you. Those looking for deeper analyse should try another book.

David Stewart may be a lawyer by profession, but by nature he's a born storyteller. THE SUMMER

OF 1787 shows the touch of a novelist, lifting the Founding Fathers out of dry textbooks and

breathing life back into them. As in a novel, I got a sense of the players as characters in a drama.

As in a novel, chapters end on suspenseful notes. You may know how this story comes out, but

you're on the edge of your chair all the same.I learned something too: The antecedents of, and

reasons for, the Electoral College. Before Reading THE SUMMER OF 1787, I never realized the

degree to which slavery shaped its development. David Stewart's explanations and examples are



clear and insightful.THE SUMMER OF 1787 is American history the easy way. Factual and

enlightening to be sure, but also fun to read. Why couldn't they have taught it this way in school?--

The reviewer is the author of To Love Mercy, a novel.
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